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FEATURED

Fairmont business owner honored with
‘Encore Award’

By Eric Hrin | Times West Virginian May 9, 2019

West Virginia Secretary of State Mac Warner speaks during the 2019 West Virginia Small Business Week Awards Celebration at
the Robert H. Mollohan Research Center Wednesday in Fairmont.

FAIRMONT — A Fairmont business owner was one of the winners during the 2019 West Virginia Small
Business Week Awards Ceremony at the Robert H. Mollohan Research Center Wednesday.

The “Encore-Owned Small Business of the Year” award was presented to Fairmont-based Roya Maher, owner
of A3L Federal Works LLC, by the U.S. Small Business Administration’s West Virginia District Office.
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The award honors an entrepreneur starting a business after the age of 50. Maher said winning the award
was “awesome.”

“It makes me feel proud when you do something that’s hard,” she said.“Most people at the age of 50, raising
four kids, don’t think about starting a business.”

Maher said her business, started in 2014, does IT work and mainly serves federal government customers
such as the Department of Defense and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The firm’s
services include software development, software testing, data analytics and biometrics.

“We're having fun every minute of it, and | have the best, best employees,” she said.
Tina Shaw, president of the Marion County Chamber of Commerce, nominated Maher for the award.
She was “thrilled” to see Maher win the award.

“It's a special award because she reinvented herself after the age of 50, and she started a very successful
business,” she said.“Where most of us wouldn’t dream of jumping back into that pond, she went in
head-first. She has a very successful business. The chamber is very proud of her, and she deserves it

Two Morgantown business owners also won awards.

Jeremy Harris of IT Mindshare of Morgantown, a business described as a “local, veteran-owned technology
firm,” won the Veteran-Owned Small Business of the Year award.

A U.S. Army veteran who was deployed for six months in 2003 in Afghanistan, Harris said in a videotaped
segment that “winning this award means that we were able to create something of value and provide
valuable services to our clients.”

“It means that all the time and effort that was spent and all the sacrifices that we made to create this really
cool company culture were worth it,” Harris said. “It's a great honor to get an award from the SBA and we're
really thankful for that.”

In a humorous moment, he joked that getting the award means “my sixth-grade teacher was wrong.lam a
productive member of society.”

Michael Mills of the Mills Group of Morgantown, an architectural, planning and preservation firm, won the
Small Business Person of the Year award.

In Mills"introduction, it was noted that the Mills Group, established in 2005, “designs new structures that
encompass rich architectural character of the past,”and Mills “started his architectural career working on
the nation’s most prestigious cultural resources in Washington, D.C. before falling in love with West Virginia.”

Mills said that “being recognized as the Small Business Person of the Year for West Virginia really does
validate our hard work every day. To be noticed for that is quite a recognition, so thank you all for that
recognition.”
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Other winners were Small Business Exporter of the Year: Phillip Carl, Logan Hartle and Mike Carl of War-
wood Tool Co. of Wheeling; Rural-Owned Small Business of the Year: Teresa Lipps and Dale Hawkins of Fish
Hawk Acres of Buckhannon; Woman-Owned Small Business of the Year: Jill Scarbro-McLaury of Bright
Futures Learning Services Inc. of Winfield; West Virginia Lender of the Year: Huntington National Bank; West
Virginia Community Lender of the Year: MVB Bank; and West Virginia Microlender of the Year: First Micro-
loan of West Virginia.

West Virginia Secretary of State Mac Warner and White House appointee SBA Mid-Atlantic Regional Admin-
istrator Michelle Christian were the main speakers.

During his remarks, Warner told the award winners “today is your day.”

“Today is the day for the small businesses to be recognized and what you're doing here for the state,” he
said.“It's what you all do with the risk-taking. That’s not to be overlooked. You take your money, your time,
your effort, take time away from the family or you incorporate the families into your projects, and you put it

all on the line!”

A 23-year U.S. Army veteran, Warner used a battlefield metaphor in discussing the small business owners’
efforts.

“Here in West Virginia, you are that forward edge of the battlefield,” he said. Warner told them “you’re where
things are happening, you're innovating, you're creating the jobs, you're paying your taxes, you're making
stuff happen here in West Virginia.”

And he offered his office’s assistance.

“Please call me, let me know if there’s anything we can be doing from the government side to help you in
your business area,” he said.

“I take great pride in congratulating each and every one of you, the award winners today,” he said.
Christian, meanwhile, said “the winners that are here today really show what entreprene urship can be!”

Another speaker, Karen Friel, SBA West Virginia District Director, said Wednesday’s program was an opportu-
nity to shine a spotlight on West Virginia’s small businesses.

The event was co-sponsored by the U.S. Small Business Administration’s West Virginia District Office, Hun-
tington National Bank, MVB Bank, First Microloan of West Virginia, West Virginia Small Business Develop-

ment Center, Community Trust Bank and Mountain State Capital.

Eric Hrin can be reached at 304-367-2549, or ehrin@timeswv.com.
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